occupation till the last Great War, it had
been used as a bakery, a meat depot
and for various other military purposes.
Locally it is known as the Old Slave
Market. Though built in 1266-69 AD. this
Mosque of Baybers presents many charac-
teristics of the earlier congregational mos-
ques like those of Al-Hakim and Ibn-
Tulun. It is square in plan with the main
liwan about six aisles deep and the other
three liwanat only two aisles deep. The
-main liwan is cut by a central trancept.
Resting on the mihrab wall and immedi-
ately above it, was a dome which no
longer exists. The external walls of the
mosque were originally crowned by toothed
battlements of Mesopotamian type like
those in the sahn of Al-Azhar. The fagade
which is of dressed stone, is decorated with
beautiful mouldings of fine workmanship.
It has three porched entrances which have
sunken niches resembling those which are
found on the fagade of Al-Aqmar*
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